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DOWNTOWN PAWCATUCK COMMUNITY CONVERSATION 

The Stonington Economic Development 
Commission hosted a Community 
Conversation on January 14, 2020.

The forum was attended by about 75 
engaged and enthusiastic residents and 
business owners – a great turnout!

Many great ideas were collected.  This 
Meeting Report serves as a record of the 
meeting – and a way to continue the 
conversation.

Themes emerged that validate the ideas

The EDC thanks the Community for their 
engagement and looks forward to future 
ideas and input.



COMMUNITY INPUT EXERCISE

 Attendees were asked “What are Downtown 
Pawcatuck Strengths and Opportunities?”

 COMMUNITY: “Gateway to CT”, “Pawcatuck 
Neighborhood Center”

 LOCAL ECONOMY: “shopping and dining”

 PLACEMAKING: “Pawcatuck River access”, 
“proximity to Westerly”, “highly walkable”, “historic 
buildings”

 Attendees were asked: “What are Downtown 
Pawcatuck’s Weaknesses and Areas for 
Improvement?”

 PLACEMAKING: “create a distinct downtown that 
feels like a downtown”, “make Donahue Park more 
accessible”, “collaborate with Westerly”

 COMMUNITY: “safety”, “more downtown activities 
and community events”, “address Elm Tree Inn 
issues”

 INFRASTUCTURE: “accommodate bicycles”, “better 
lighting”, improve public transportation”



GROUP DISCUSSION
DOWNTOWN PAWCATUCK “DESIGN PRINCIPLES”
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RIVER ACCESS IDEAS

 PEDESTRIAN FRIENDLY: “riverfront boardwalk / link to Stillman / link to Mechanic St mills”, “pedestrian 
bridge at the end of Coggswell”, “benches”, “overlook points”, “fitness trail”, “visibility (safety)”, 
“adequate lighting (safety)”

 RIVERFRONT RELATED ACTIVITIES: “waterfire”, “kid’s activities”, “wildlife appreciation – information 
kiosks”, “food truck events”, “fun reasons to gather, e.g. giant chess set”, “river / downtown history 
kiosks”

 WATER ACCESS: “transient moorings”, “water taxi”, “kayak rentals / launch”, “Skeeter boat pavilion”

 INFRASTRUCTURE: “public restrooms”, “consider coastal resiliency”, “anticipate sea level rise”



VACANT LAND IDEAS

 RESIDENTIAL: Grain: “apartments”, “new building reflects local character”;  Jameson Ct: “multi-family 
micro-apartments”

 COMMERCIAL: Dahl: “mixed use / convenience store”, “food truck pod / farmers market”, “downtown 
parking”;  Grain: “retail / services (less driving)”

 CULTURAL: Circus: “cultural events”, “performance amphitheater”, “children’s museum”;  

 PUBLIC SPACE: Circus: “park / arboretum”, “preserve coastal resiliency”, “public restrooms”, “well-lit 
(safety)”; Jameson Ct: “playground / dog park”



REDEVELOP EXISTING BUILDING IDEAS

 COMMERCIAL: “conference space”, “shared office space”, “small market / convenience store”, “retail 
(Mechanic St mills)”

 CULTURAL: “museum”, “art studio”, “dance / theater”

 LEASURE: “restaurant / outdoor cafe”, “make bicycle-friendly”

 RESIDENTIAL: “mixed-age apartments”

 SERVICES: “human services provider”



DOWNTOWN STREETSCAPE IDEAS

 COMMUNITY: “community pride / property upkeep”, “address Elm Tree Inn issues”

 INFRASTRUCTURE: “whimsical crosswalks”, “waste management”, “bicycle station / rack”, “improve 
lighting, add benches, maintain sidewalks”, “wayfinding and signage”, “adequate business district 
parking”, “linkage to river access”

 PLACEMAKING: “encourage façade improvements”, “Liberty St beautification”, “more public art”, “more 
seasonal color, e.g. flags”, “Gateway to CT at CT-RI border on bridge”

 WALKABILITY / SAFETY: “better lighting – Donahue Park, crosswalks, Amtrak bridge”, “extend sidewalks 
to the west”, “dog facilities”, “public benches”



DOWNTOWN PAWCATUCK REVITALIZATION

 Ideas have been collated and shared in this Meeting Report

 Watch for future Community Conversations!

 THANK YOU FOR YOUR INTEREST, SUPPORT, AND PARTICIPATION !!


